
1 

 

April  11th , 2021  |  The Second Sunday of Easter 
Holy Eucharist 

 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
lord. Amen  
  
The Kyrie  
Lord, have mercy  
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you People: And also with you.             
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
Psalm 133 Ecce, quam bonum!  
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 
 
Gospel                 John 20:19-31 
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
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side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe." A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord 
and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord                               People: Praise to you, Lord Christ  
 
The Sermon  (see page 6) The Rev. Karla Woggon 
 
Nicene Creed BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People Form VI 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 
Leader:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
Silence 
 

Leader:  For all people in their daily life and work; 
People:  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

Leader:  For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People:  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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Leader:  For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People:  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
Leader:  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People:  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
Leader:  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People:  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
Leader:  For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for 
José, our Bishop, for Karla and Jared, our Priests, for Anita, our Deacon, and for all bishops 
and other ministers; 
People:  For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
Leader:  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.   
Silence 
 
Leader:  Hear us, Lord; 
People:  For your mercy is great. 
 
Leader:  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   
Silence 
 
Leader:  We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People:  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Leader:  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom.  Silence 
Leader:  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People:  Who put their trust in you. 
 
The celebrant adds a concluding collect: 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen.  
 

+ The confession of sin is omitted during the season of Easter + 
 
Peace & Announcements 
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+ THE HOLY EUCHARIST + 
 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise 
you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his 
death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.  
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People:  We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his 
coming in glory; 
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Celebrant:  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious 
God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. 
People: AMEN 
 
Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
Post Communion Prayer  BCP 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be among you, and remain 
with you forever.  Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit..  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 
  

If you would like to dedicate the Altar Flowers in memory or honor  
of someone or an event, please email bev@ascensionhickory.org. 

The donation amount is discretionary; the suggested amount is $50.  
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THE SERMON 

 

     Have you ever broken something and decided to throw it away because, like all the king’s 
horses and all the king’s men, you couldn’t put it together again? 

      I have! I’m willing to bet you have, as well. It seems easier to toss out the broken and look 
for something new rather than do the hard work of repair, much less the even harder work of 
transformation.  

      In my childhood home, we had a back porch full of broken plates, cups, and saucers. 
Sometimes my parents or my siblings and I would attempt to glue them back together. We rarely 
succeeded. The cracks leaked and the repair jobs looked like the work of kindergarteners let 
loose with bottles of cheap glue rather than that of a highly trained Japanese artist who had mas-
tered the technique of Kin Tusugi. 

Kin Tusugi—the Japanese word for “joined with gold”—is, as Anita referenced a few weeks 
ago, an exquisite delicate art that involves taking broken pieces of pottery and joining them to-
gether with gold so that the cracks are visible. 

We didn’t use gold when we attempted to glue my parent’s china plates back together. Just 
plain old Elmer’s glue, or a knock-off version of it. The halfway repaired pieces looked like 
what they were, broken china pieces that leaked. Unworthy of the dinner table, we left them on 
the back porch with perhaps a vague hope that one day they might magically repair themselves. 

Steve and I have a back porch that we treat in a similar, if not exact, fashion. We jokingly call 
it the resurrection porch because, when people aren’t looking, I toss dead plants…and once a 
dead bird…off the porch with a vague hope that they will magically come back to life. The first 
dead fern I tossed did manage to sink into the ground and come back to life. The bird did as 
well…but the bird was only faking death to avoid the kitty cat’s jaws. Most of the other plants 
ended up in the woods behind the porch and never fully recovered. 

The world right now kind of feels like the back porch. 

Like we have been stuck back together with Elmer’s glue rather than gold and are waiting to 
see if we are strong enough to actually make it to the dinner table to do our job.  

I told Jared recently I feel a bit like Lazarus...I’m out of the tomb…someone has rolled away 
the stone...but I’m still covered in gauze not really certain what is going to happen next. 

Peace be with you.  That is what Jesus said to his disciples when they were locked away in 
fear. When they were filled with uncertainty about what was going to happen next.  

As I sat on the front porch of my house writing this sermon, I gazed at an azalea bush covered 
with, too bright to seem real, green leaves and delicate red blossoms. Bright yellow and black 
honeybees and butterflies nipped at the buds. The grass was a million shades of green. The sky 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 
 

All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 

couldn’t put Humpty together again. 
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GIVING 
 

PLEDGE PAYMENTS — We appreciate your continued support during these uncertain 
times.  For your convenience, we offer multiple ways to submit pledge payments, as detailed 
below. Please direct question about pledge payments to bookkeeper Diane Vezmar at fi-
nanceascension@gmail.com. 
 

1. Online — One-time and recurring payments can be made at ascensionhickory.org. 
2. Text — Text GIVE to 828-481-8688. 
3. Phone—Download the Church by MinistryOne app onto your mobile phone. 
4. Mail — Checks can be mailed to 726 1st Ave NW, Hickory, NC 28601. 
5. Auto Drafts — Set up automated payments with your bank. 

was a lapis or maybe azure blue. The air was cool, and the sun was warm. The wind chimes 
hummed deep peaceful tones while the birds happily chirped away. I breathed deeply and 
hoped.   

But, like the rest of the world, I don’t know what I don’t know. 

I’d like to throw the world…or maybe just the church...off my resurrection porch with a 
vague hope that something magical will happen and all that is broken and different will be made 
new and whole. 

But that’s not how resurrection works. To be honest, I don’t fully know how it works, only 
that death comes first. Real death. Not fake death like the bird trying to avoid real death in my 
kitty cat’s jaws. 

The world has changed, yet the world is just as it always was. We don’t fully know what’s 
next. I don’t fully know what the world or the church will look like in a month or a year or even 
five years. I suspect that even more of what we consider essential and even sacred may die. Just 
as Jesus, the most essential and sacred of all, died. 

Death is real and inevitable, and so I believe is new life. As followers of Christ in the 21st 
century, we are hospice chaplains and midwives. Perhaps followers of Christ have always been 
grieving the old even as we welcome the new. I grieve the passing of the church as it has been in 
the past, and I choose again and again to believe that God has not and will not leave us. Whatev-
er the church looks like, I believe we will find ways to gather. We will find ways to pray, wor-
ship, study, and support one another as we soak in and share God’s peace and presence. We may 
do so like we are now or in ways we can not yet imagine. Just like last year at this time, I could 
not have imagined gathering in this glorious garden to share communion with you, while Cory 
and the cantors sang through the stained-glass windows. Just as the first disciples could not have 
imagined Christianity in the first or even 21st century.  

Jesus found his disciples on the day of his resurrection locked away behind closed doors, say-
ing nothing to anyone because they were afraid. He breathed his peace and the Holy Spirit upon 
them and they discovered the courage to leave the locked room and share God's peace and pres-
ence. 

The risen eternal Christ is still with us. With us right now! In the flowers and the trees. In the 
music, in the chimes, in the stones, in our bodies, in the bread, and in the wine. The risen eternal 
Christ is here with us now breathing out God’s peace and presence. Let us breathe it in and 
breathe it out again, to one another and to the world. For certainly God’s peace and God’s pres-
ence are essential to putting the world and the church back together again.  

ascensionhickory.org
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PASTORAL 
EMERGENCIES 

The Rev.  
Jared Grant 

828-545-0516 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Links to all online meetings are available at ascensionhickory.org. 

 
 Church Office Hours   We are holding regular  office hours.  Generally, Kar la will be in 

the office Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 2:00-5:00 p.m., and Jared will be here 
Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Lunch hours may vary, and there 
may be times when Karla or Jared step away to teach a class or conduct a pastoral call; call in 
advance if you plan to stop by the office.  The remaining staff will start working regular in-
office hours after receiving their second COVID vaccine shot later this month. 

 Thursday In-Person Study Group (10:00-11:30 a.m.)   Wear ing masks and socially dis-
tancing, we will gather in the garden or chapel (depending on the weather) to discuss Practice 
of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence. 

First published in 1692, this short book is classical meditation on dwelling in 
the presence of God. Brother Lawrence was a man of humble beginnings who discov-
ered the greatest secret of living in the kingdom of God here on Earth. He often stated 
that it is God who paints Himself in the depths of our souls. We must merely open our 
hearts to receive Him and His loving presence.  

 Concerts for the Community — Western Piedmont Symphony will have a concer t on 
April 24 at 7:30 p.m.  You can get more information and purchase tickets at https://
wpsymphony.org/concerts-for-the-community/. 

 COVID-19 Vaccination   Catawba County Public Health, Catawba Valley Health System 
(CVHS) and Frye Regional Medical Center (FRMC) are working together to schedule appoint-
ments.  Visit www.CatawbaVaccine.org to complete the state-required pre-registration.  After 
registering, you will receive an email with a link to complete the pre-registration. An appoint-
ment specialist will then call you to schedule the appointment. 

 Assistance Available   If you are searching for  relief because of a job loss, being fur -
loughed, loss of medical care, or unable to get your prescriptions: 

 Greater Hickory Christian Community Ministries’ (GHCCM) new COVID Relief Card 
provides quick access to financial assistance, food, prescriptions, and medical care. Call 
828-327-0979 for more information or stop by GHCCM (31 1st Ave SE, Hickory) Monday
–Thursday 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. or Friday 8:00 a.m.–noon. 

 GHCCM and the City of Hickory offer assistance with rent/mortgage or utility payments, 
whether it is directly or indirectly related to Covid-19.  You must live within city limits and 
be willing to sign a declaration of income statement; although, you do not have to be in a 
low-income bracket to qualify. Call 828-327-8691 to schedule an appointment. 

 Episcopal Public Policy Network (EPPN)   Visit www.episcopalchurch.org/ministr ies/
office-government-relations/action-alerts/ to learn how you can help make a difference.   

The Rev.  
Karla Woggon 
828-638-0533 

 

ascensionhickory.org
https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Presence-God-Brother-Lawrence/dp/1614279683
https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Presence-God-Brother-Lawrence/dp/1614279683
https://wpsymphony.org/concerts-for-the-community/
https://wpsymphony.org/concerts-for-the-community/
http://www.CatawbaVaccine.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/

