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Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

It’s been a month since I last wrote to you, and two months since my first letter.  I continue to pray for you and 

for Ascension.  I miss you and look forward to seeing you once again face to face. 

  

But it’s going to be awhile before that happens.   

  

As you know, following the guidance from the CDC and by pastoral directive from Bishop José, Bishop of the 

Diocese of WNC, we have not been holding any in-person gatherings at the church since early March. In April, 

Bishop José extended his pastoral directive until at least May 31. On May 21, he extended that directive again 

until late June. You can find a link to his pastoral letter by clicking here.   

  

We do have the option of gathering outside in small groups and will begin exploring ways to do so. Our primary 

way of gathering, for now, will continue to be virtual. 

  

To enhance our online worship and help strengthen our sense of community, I’m inviting you to submit a short 

video of yourself and your family sharing the Peace.  Click here to see staff sharing the Peace. 

 Use the words from the prayerbook: “The Peace of the Lord be with you...and also with you.” Or, whatever 

you typically say when you pass the peace on Sunday morning. Use your own words.  

 Include your pets, your kids, your parents, your garden, etc. 

 BE CREATIVE.  

 A short clip will do; the video doesn’t need to be long. 

 If you don’t have the capability of making a video, we have volunteers who can come to you (wearing a 

mask, of course) to record. 

 Please email your video to us at ascensionhickory@gmail.com.  

  

Although we are not meeting face to face right now, we do offer several virtual opportunities to worship, pray, 

gather, and read with us, as detailed below. We want to connect with as many people as possible.  

 Sunday Morning Prayer (video and audio recording with full sermon and music) 

 Daily Morning Prayer (30-minute live Zoom meeting at 9:00 a.m.) 

 Daily Centering Prayer (20-minute live Zoom meeting at 9:30 a.m.) 

 Daily Compline (20-minute live Zoom meeting at 8:00 p.m.) 

 Two weekly book groups 

 Wednesday Healing Service (live Zoom meeting at 5:30 p.m.) 

 Daily virtual “Story Time” (live Zoom meeting at 11:30 a.m.) 

Links to recordings of our live readings are available on our website. We recently finished “The Lion, 

The Witch, and The Wardrobe” and “The Dawn Treader.” We will begin “The Magician's Nephew” 

on Monday, June 1. 

  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Message-from-Bishop-Jos-.html?soid=1101946568139&aid=l5Em7W8LQvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2NdFdXQVjc
mailto:ascensionhickory@gmail.com?subject=Peace%20video
ascensionhickory.org


 

If you haven’t been able to join us for virtual worship because you don’t have a computer/internet or you don't 

know how to connect using your own computer, we can help! 

 If you have a computer with internet access, a staff member or volunteer will be happy to add an icon on 

your personal computer so you can join us virtually with only a few clicks. 

 If you do not have a computer but wish to participate in our virtual offerings, we have a device that you 

can borrow. And, it's already set up for easy access to our virtual offerings. 

 If you have internet access at home, we will configure the borrowed device to link automatically to 

your internet. 

 If you do not have internet at home, you are welcome to bring the borrowed device to the church 

courtyard (or to any facility that offers free Wi-Fi) and worship with us from that location. 

  

If you want to borrow a computer or have your computer set up for access, please contact Bev at 

ascensionhickory@gmail.com or (828) 638-4264. For everyone’s safety, we will sterilize all devices at the time 

of delivery and staff/volunteers will wear a mask. 

  

Our youth minister and missioner, Cole McGlynn, completes his work at Ascension on Sunday, May 31. He will 

move to Texas for his new position in early August.  Please join me in prayer for Cole and Amanda. 

  

Our new associate, Jared Grant, will begin his work at Ascension on Monday, June 15 and will hopefully be 

ordained a priest in mid-July. He and his wife, Jenny, moved to Hickory in late April and welcomed their first 

child and son, Harrison Cole Grant, just two days ago! Harrison was born May 27 at 2:45 p.m. and weighed 7 

lbs., 1 oz. We look forward to officially welcoming the Grant family. Please keep them in your prayers. 

  

The Rev. Becky Rowell will be joining us, again, this summer on a volunteer basis. And, the staff and I will 

continue to work primarily from our homes.  

  

I’m not certain when we will gather again face to face. The earliest will be the first Sunday of July, but even then, 

it will be different. Until we have a vaccine or know for certain that it is safe to gather as a large group, we will 

need to wear masks and be six feet apart from one another.  

  

I recently measured the church and discovered that, to maintain proper social distance, we can only seat 25 to 50 

people at a time in the main sanctuary. I’m not yet sure how we will gather inside; however, as things evolve, we 

will figure out safe ways to gather. 

  

In the meantime, know that I continue to hold you in my heart and prayers. If you need someone to talk or pray 

with, please reach out to me at kmwoggon@gmail.com or 828-638-0533. I can meet with you on the phone, via 

Zoom, or in the church courtyard while maintaining a six foot distance. 

  

With my love and prayers,  
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