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 Prelude “Alle Menschen müssen sterben” BWV 643 J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

All stand 
Officiant:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; 
but if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8, 9 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

Silence may be kept 
 

Kneeling, the Officiant and People pray together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 

The people stand 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER  
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Venite  Psalm 95:1-7 
The congregation sings all verses together. 

1 Come, let us sing /to the /LORD; * 
let us shout for joy to the /Rock of /our sal-/vation. 

2 Let us come before his presence /with thanks-/giving * 
and raise a loud /shout to /him with /psalms. 

3 For the LORD is a /great /God, * 
and a great /King a-/bove all /gods. 

4 In his hand are the caverns /of the /earth, * 
and the heights of the /hills are /his /also. 

5 The sea is his, /for he /made it, * 
and his hands have /molded the /dry /land. 

6 Come, let us bow down, and /bend the /knee, * 
and kneel be-/fore the /LORD our /Maker. 

7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep /of his /hand. * 
Oh, that today you would /hearken /to his /voice! 
 

The Response Psalm 130 
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 
3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared. 
4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 
5 My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 
6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

for with the Lord there is mercy; 
7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

.. 

.. 

.. 
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THE LESSONS The people are seated for the Lessons and stand to recite the Canticles. 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; 
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 
says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will 
lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was 
no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say 
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says 
the Lord. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. People:  Thanks be to God. 



5 

 

The people stand for the Canticle.  
Canticle 1 A Song of Creation—Hymnal S-177   
The people are seated after the Canticle. 
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John 11:1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 
her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love 
is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 
 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, they were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus an-
swered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, be-
cause the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fall-
en asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus 
is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.”  
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When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Mar-
tha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.” 
 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly dis-
turbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So they said, “See how he loved him!” But 
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 
 

Many of the crowd therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, be-
lieved in him. 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord. People:  Thanks be to God.
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Canticle 13 A Song of Praise—Hymnal S-231 Benedictus es, Domine 
The people sing the canticle together, standing. 

 

The Sermon
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Hymn #692 “I heard the voice of Jesus say” 
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The people stand for the Creed. 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The people kneel, as able, for the prayers. 
THE PRAYERS 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. People:  And also with you. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Suffrages 
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The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: 
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Collect for the Morning 
This is another day, O Lord. We know not what it will bring forth, but make us ready, 
Lord, for whatever it may be. If we are to stand up, help us to stand bravely. If we are to sit 
still, help us to sit quietly. If we are to lie low, help us to do it patiently. And if we are to do 
nothing, let us do it gallantly. Make these words more than words, and give us the Spirit of 
Jesus. Amen. 
 

Officiant:  I invite your prayers of thanksgiving or concern, silently or aloud. 
There is a period of silence during which those who feel so moved may express their prayers aloud. 
 

The people stand to read together the General Thanksgiving. 
The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mer-
cies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, 
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holi-
ness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 

Hymn #594 “God of grace and God of glory” (see next page) 
 

Concluding Versicle & Response 

 
Blessing 
Officiant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 
Postlude ‘God of Grace” Paul Manz (1919-2009)
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

There is no shortage of fear as we struggle to re-order our lives in response to the dangers 
COVID -19 imposes on us, particularly the elderly and those with underlying health issues.  More 
than ever we need the grace and consolation of our faith in God’s abundant love.  More than 
ever we need to love and care for one another. And we are also being forced by events beyond 
our control to find new ways of doing those essential things.  
 

Monday afternoon new national guidelines were set by the CDC and announced by the President 
of the United States that, to mitigate the spread of Covid-19, it is recommended that we not 
gather in groups greater than 10 people.  Based on the latest recommendation from the CDC 
and Bishop José, all in-person activities at Ascension will be canceled through May 10.  We will, 
however, offer plenty of opportunity to gather and worship virtually, as detailed below.   We 
will continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed.  Our website and Facebook page 
will also be kept updated. 
 

UPDATES: For the most part we will communicate with you via constant contact, face-book, 
our website, and phone. If you have not been receiving constant contact email from us it could 
be because we do not have your correct email address, or because your spam filter is putting our 
messages in spam.  If you would like to receive current updates from the church please contact 
Bev, Ascensionhickory@gmail.com and give us your correct address.  Check your spam folder 
and if you find a constant contact from us mark it non spam.  You can also check our Facebook 
page, (facebook.com/ascensionhickory), or our website (ascensionhickory.org).  If we are not 
already “friends” on Facebook send me a friend request and I’ll add you to my personal page as 
well.  
 

ROUTINE:  In times of crisis it’s helpful to create routines.  I encourage you to create a routine 
for yourself and your family. Something like you had before, not like you would have on vaca-
tion.  Wake up, pray, eat at regular times, work at regular times, do school-work at regular 
times, take walks outside by yourself or with one or two friends, enjoy the beautiful spring be-
ginning to blossom around us. 
 

ZOOM: I’ve created a zoom account for church classes, and meetings, and daily prayer.  If you 
don’t have zoom yet it’s relatively easy to use.  I’ll send you an invitation via email; you need on-
ly click yes and then, at the appointed time, you join the meeting. Please download the app now 
by going to https://zoom.us/download.  You don’t need to buy anything.  If you have trouble 
figuring this out give me a call and I’ll try and walk you through it.  Or, if you’ve got family 
around, ask them to help.  It can be intimidating at first, but gets easier in time. 
 

MUSIC: Cory will be posting and sending recordings as well as reflections on the hymns. 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILIES:  Cole will send an additional email with resources for families. 
 
Continued, next page 

mailto:Ascensionhickory@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/download
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WORSHIP: I encourage you to make time for prayer each day.  If you have young children or 
adult children back at home with you, gather as a family and pray.  Cole will be sending out 
weekly resources for you to use with young children and teens.  The below suggestions are for 
all ages. 
 

SUNDAYS:  Audio Recordings of Morning Prayer with music and a sermon will be posted 
online weekly.  We will send you a link to the service as well as a .pdf of the bulletin that 
you can use to pray along with the service.  If you are sequestered with your family, gather 
as a family to pray.  If you are alone, remember that we are all bound together in spirit as 
we pray. 

 

DAILY 
9:00 a.m. Zoom Morning Prayer: / 9:30 a.m. Zoom Centering Prayer: If you would like 
to join me for morning and/or centering prayer, send me an email letting me know. 

 

Additional daily prayer options: 
Audio Morning Prayer: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-episcopal-church-in-
garrett-county/id1191115260   
Spoken morning prayer at: https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/
forward_day_by_day.php?d=16&m=3&y=2020 
Sung Compline https://complinepodcast.org/ 
Pray in the Memorial Garden:  Our garden is beginning to bloom.  If you are healthy, 
come pray in the garden. 

 

PASTORAL CARE:  Either I or someone from the Vestry, clergy, or staff will reach out to you 
by phone or email, hopefully weekly, to check in and see how you are doing. I’d also encourage 
you to reach out and connect with one another via the phone. Facebook also is a great way to 
connect, but sometimes it’s nice to hear the voice of a friend. I encourage you to pick up your 
phone and call or Facetime or video chat with one another. If you have neighbors that you 
know are alone, please pick up the phone and call them as well. 
 

Many of you have a large family around you to support you through this time. Some of you do 
not. Some of your neighbors do not. If you need help, please reach out to me and I'll see if I can 
find you help. 
 

If you are not sick and have a healthy immune system and would like to talk with me, I can at 
least for now meet you in the memorial garden or at church and talk and pray with you. 
 

FOOD: 
Wednesday dinners:  We had hoped to continue serving Wednesday dinners for delivery 

or to-go but we now realize that puts too many volunteers at risk. Therefore, we are 
also canceling Wednesday dinners. 

Groceries: If you need help getting groceries, because you are elderly or have underlying 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-episcopal-church-in-garrett-county/id1191115260
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-episcopal-church-in-garrett-county/id1191115260
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward_day_by_day.php?d=16&m=3&y=2020
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward_day_by_day.php?d=16&m=3&y=2020
https://complinepodcast.org/
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health conditions, please let me know and we will find a way to help you out. 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT: If you need funds to purchase groceries or other necessities during this 
crisis, please email me at kmwoggon@gmail.com. The Ascension and Discretionary funds are 
available. 
 

SUPPORTING THE CHURCH:  If you are able to continue to send in your pledge that will help 
us weather this crisis and continue to thrive as a community. We have online giving at 
ascensionhickory.org or you could mail your check to the church at 726 1st Ave. NW, Hickory 
NC 28601. You can also set up an automatic draft through your bank. If you have question, 
please contact our bookkeeper, Diane Vezmar, at financeascension@gmail.com or 828-228-
2205. 
 

VOLUNTEERS:  If you are under the age of 65 and have a healthy immune system and could 
volunteer to help out at the Soup Kitchen, please let me know. They are providing to-go meals 
for folks in need of food. Most of their typical volunteers are over the age of 65 and cannot 
help right now. If you are over the age of 65 and would like to be part of the pastoral care team 
reaching out to check on folks by phone or with cards, please let us know by emailing 
acensionhickory@gmail.com or by calling us at 828-638-0533. 
 

HOPE:  Lent is a time of self-sacrifice and exploration to open ourselves to God’s presence in 
new and wondrous ways. I’m guessing few or none of us expected to give up this much for 
Lent, and therefore may have trouble seeing the wondrous things that might emerge. 
 

My prayer for myself, you, and our world is that something holy and wondrous will emerge out 
of this crisis. For certain, our fast from public worship and social gatherings can be, if we shape 
it that way, as an act of love toward our neighbors, especially the elderly and vulnerable. 
 

I am still your pastor and priest and remain available to you. Please do not hesitate to reach 
out via e-mail at kmwoggon@gmail.com or by phone 828-638-0533 for pastoral support. I hold 
you all in my heart and prayers. I’ve asked the staff to work from home for the most part. If 
you need us, the best way will be to reach us through email or cell phone. 
 

Cory Westby – cjwestby@gmail.com / 828-381-4054 
Cole McGlynn – cole.ascension@gmail.com / 805-630-9261 
Diane Vezmar – financeascension@gmail.com / 828-228-2205 
Bev Donovan – ascensionhickory@gmail.com / 828-638-4264 
 

 

In Christ’s love and service, 
 
 
 
The Reverend Karla Woggon 

mailto:kmwoggon@gmail.com
mailto:financeascension@gmail.com
mailto:acensionhickory@gmail.com
mailto:kmwoggon@gmail.com
mailto:cjwestby@gmail.com
mailto:cole.ascension@gmail.com
mailto:financeascension@gmail.com
mailto:ascensionhickory@gmail.com
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lasting legacy leave your 
for generations to come 

LEGACY GIVING 

The impetus for special giving—through legacies or extraordinary one-
time gifts—is the same that motivates us to provide our regular annual 
support: God has generously blessed us.  Anything we give, in whatever 
form, is in response to those rich blessings. Legacy giving is giving that 
allows you to continue your support of The Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension beyond your lifetime and into the future. It joins you in a 
long tradition of people who have provided for our Church beyond its 
present needs. 
 

Ascension would not exist, certainly not in its present form and potential, if it were not for the forward- 
looking generosity of all those legacy and special-gift donors who gave in the past.  In that sense, all such 
gifts are legacies, in that they ensure the Church’s future fiscal health, essential to the future fulfillment 
of the Church’s mission here in Hickory NC. 
 

HOW TO GIVE 

Most legacy and special gifts to Ascension are made without restrictions on their use, allowing the Vestry 
to apply the gifts where the need is greatest. Other gifts are made to honor and support a ministry of the 
Church, such as music or outreach or mission, or to make a purchase that will fulfill a specific need. 
 

For those donors who want to direct a gift toward a particular purpose, the Stewardship and Gifts 
Committee will work with you and find ways to associate your gift with your special interest, while 
keeping in mind the Church’s overall needs. 
 

Some ways that you can participate in legacy and other special giving opportunities are: 
 Current Gifts of Appreciated Assets such as Real Estate or Securities; Current Gifts of Cash or 

Other Assets — given now with potential tax advantages.  A Stock Gift Request Form is available at 
www.ascensionhickory.org (follow the “Forms” link), or you can pick one up at the church office. 

 Bequests — a gift made in your will, either a specific dollar amount, a specific asset, or a percentage 
of your overall estate. 

 Retirement Plan Assets – a specific dollar amount or percentage of the amount remaining in your 
retirement account at your death. 

 Life Insurance – where you designate the Church to be the beneficiary of an existing policy. 
 Charitable Gift Annuity – where you fund an annuity that gives you income for life, with the 

remainder going to the Church. 
 Charitable Remainder Trust – where your gift goes into a trust that pays you income during your 

life, with the remainder going to the Church. 
 

Your individual needs and estate planning goals will determine the type of giving that best suits your 
circumstances. The Rector or a member of the Executive Committee can talk with you in confidence about 
the various options, and you would act only after thorough discussion with your legal and tax advisors. 


